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hat's in a brand? |5 &
Leadtek, Hauppaugea or

AverMedia-branded TV twner
better than a rebadged card from Dabs?
Well, the big companies have go
expernance in dasigning and
manufaclurmg cards, while Dabs (www,
gabs.com) simply sells them. But ook
closaly at the featuras and it's not so
clear cut.

Untimately. It's @l abolt the tuner
type, how good the MPEGZ picturs is,
and whether the price for thase features
Is competithve, The Dabsvaiue Digital
TV/PYR Card Is aclually & Compro
VideoMate DVE-T300 and, like
AverMedia's Hyovid cards,
U can use i in elther

Dabs DabsValue PVR Card

Price £60 Web www.dabs.com

DVE-T or analogue modes. This dual
operation ghves it a Texiblity that the
Biack Golad can't egual, and while i
doesn't have the extra FM radio
functlonality that the HybrideFM brings
to the table, its a solld performer that
fully justifies its Inclusion in this test,
The DVB-T200 s supplied with an IR
remote control and a software CD that
Includes the Comprol TV
appiicabion (lor video
CEpture and
timeshifting),

Tumver type Annboguc and

dilgital tarrestrial (DVE-T)

Mumber of tuners 1 _
intwrface PCI
Video encoding
formats MPEG. MPEGZ

Extras IR romiote comtrod,
Installation CD

CompraOVvD 2 for MPEG2 playback and
Uilead PhotoExpiorer & SE for image
edithig. As usual, the ownbrand PYR
gels & point for effort. but it's worth
ivesting In & more powerful system. Tha
DVB-T300 supports BDA drivers. so it's
Media Center-compatible. it also
supports 53/54 'wake up recarding’

The DVBT300 alzo claims 10 be HD-
ready, but 3 leck of broadeast HD
contant in the UK maans that claim (s
hollow. The picture 5 decent enough
with standard TV signais, though wa
should mantion that come of the Mo
abscure Freeview channels suffared from
the occasional MPEG2 wobble.

That s&id, the parformarice of this
DabsValue card comes as a pleasani
surprise. It makes you realise that what
sets any markel-leading card apart is its
array of bofted-on extras.

w ¥ says... “This cand shows
9‘ that there's often veey litle
difforence botwesn PG uners
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