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The XFX 9800GTX is one huge
monster. It requires two slots on the

motherboard; which might mean
sacrificing one of your PCI slots. It comes
with a large cooling fan over the heatsink
which does a great job of keeping high
temperatures at bay. When idle, the
temperature of the card was 50 degrees
Celsius, which rises to about 65 degrees
on heavy usage. 

It comes with dual DVI
ports; but I personally
would have
preferred

an additional HDMI out and Displayport,
especially considering the price.

We tested the card using AMD Athlon
64 X2 3800+ processor with 
2 GB RAM on an NVIDIA 790i chipset
motherboard. The scores in our
3Dmark06 and PC benchmarks were
7770 and 4164 respectively which is
good. To check its graphic capabilities,
we even played several graphic intensive
games at max setings and resolution, and

this card did well in all. In Crysis it
gave an average of 32.6 fps with
no Anti Aliasing (AA) whereas

with 8x AA the average fps was 31
fps. In the UT3 CTF- Coret it scored an

avg fps of 50, whereas in the FarCry 2 its
average fps was 28. These scores
suggest above average graphic perform-
ance, but still not the best that you can
get for the price. You can get all these

features in the ATI 4830 (which has a
single slot design) for around 8-9k.

Skewed Pricing

� Karan Bajaj 

This new card is priced too high for the performance it offers

When I got the Videomate V220 , the
very first question that popped up in

my mind is whether it supports DTH STBs

or not. When I found that it does, I was
curious to see how it would handle
different STBs and upscale the resolution. I
connected it to the TataSky+ STB using
the composite input ports on the panel.
Setting it up was pretty simple; just two
minutes is all that it took, and I was
instantly watching a live cricket match. The
V220 has a black glossy finish and comes
with a stand to prop it up vertically. The
sleek design ensures it does not take up
too much place on your table. 

Those who love to play around a bit
with the settings will find a lot of options. It
supports a resolutions of up to 1680 x
1050; so if you have a high-res monitor,
you've got all the reason to smile. The opti-
ratio feature automatically determines the
best aspect ratio well-suited to your
display. There was absolutely no loss of
picture or sound quality that I saw. The

V220 also has a built-in FM tuner; this is a
real value add. Interestingly, this box also
includes a built-in a speaker in case your
monitor doesn’t have one. The sound from
this speaker is tinny, so don't expect much
though. We would recommend it to
anyone who wants to use a monitor for
watching TV. 

Watch TV on Any Monitor 
An easy to set up TV tuner that even has FM

� Vishal Mathur

Specs
PCIe 2.0 , MHz core clock,
1100 MHz memory clock,
128 stream processors,
512 MB DDR3, DX 10,
Shader Model 4.0, 700 g

Pros 
Cooling, performance

Cons
Price, size

Coolness
Performance

XFX 9800 GTX +
Rs 16,000

Sold by
Rashi Peripherals 
www.rptechindia.com

Verdict DON’T

BUY

SMS Buy 13LD01014 to 56677

Specs
External TV tuner box
with remote, FM tuner,
built in mono speaker
composite input, S-video
input, VGA out, 3.5mm
audio out

Pros 
Quick setup, FM radio,
high-resolution support

Cons
None

Coolness
Performance

Videomate V220 
Price on request

Sold by
Compro Technology
www.comprousa.com

Verdict DON’T

BUY

SMS Buy 13LD01015 to 56677
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