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PCI TV CARD

COMPRO VIDEOMATE TV GOLD PLUS I

B Compro Technology is a well known
manutacturer of PC multimedia add-ons
In This Compro VideoMate PCI TV card
reviewy, we take a look atits "Fower Up'
technology called Videofate TV Gold
Flus 11, This card also im:_-:.hrpnmm-; an FAis
twrer and together with hardware die-
sign for Power up Scheduling,

T tumer cards used to be pretly
peintless. PO rmanufacturers  bundled
therm with thisir systEms inan attempt to
comvince you they were of good value
You'd play with your new PC's TV tuner
wilth exciternent when you first get It
Then, the
n;-:;nn:llng r|||.;|||'r:.- was, how limited the
scheduling features were and how wnre-
lakble it was. After that, wou probably
weouldn't use It much again.

Howeever, the notion of n-:.‘-:iing 1LY
1|,.|n.:l;|am||l::,-' ko your PC or huilding a
dedicated media centre system for pour
lving room is e longer just a girmmick
The Compro VideoMate TV Cold Plus
I1's most unigue feature i ik ability to
turn your PE on and ol all I:-:,' itszlf, Mot
eyeryone wants to leave their PYR sys-
tern running all the time because of the
neddse It rakes. The Compro allows pou
o switch your PC off, booting it only
when a recording is due

The way it does this is vy jimplq
sirmple. When you install the card, you're
directed to plug your case's ATX power

you'dd realise how  peosor
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switch  inte  the
Videofate, A sece
ond cable 5 sup-
plied  for  routing
back to your math-
crhoard’s ATY pow=
er switch connector
Haonwewer, o
riotherboard neads
ter support the PCI
2.2 spec with 2.3V
standby power, and
the YidecoMate has
a notch In its PCI
connactor so it can’t
fit into a &Y PCI slot, When you schedule
a recording and turn the PC off, the
Wideofate will awtomatically twen it
back on again fiee minutes before the al-
lotted time, load the appropriate soft-
wearg and, start reconding. If you have
password-protected  Windows,  the
Wideohtate software can still log in to
start the recording. Once the recording is
complete, it will power down the PC,

The VideoMate comes with the
abligatory IR remote control and loads
of extra software. The remote control
willl alse boot the PC, although this
wion't take you straight into the Video-
Mate software

The core TV funciicnality comes cours
tesy of ComproPyR 2, plus there's Com-
prelvD 2 for DVD playback and Corm-
percrFAA 2 bor listening to the radio. Wead
VideoStudio 7 5E and DVD MovieFacto-
ry 2 5E are bundled for vides editing and
DWD authorning respectively. MovieFac-
tory also allows you o record & TV or
wideo signal straight ko an optical disc

Cetting started

When you first load the VR software,
a weizard guides you through the chan-
We found
this was a lot faster than many Py,
taking less than a minute to scan
through all the channels. You then use

nel-scanning  procedure,

the resulting menus to give the discoy-
ered chanmels their correct names, and
configure the rest of the PYR settings.
Aside from watching TV, ComproBPyi
2 can record using its own MPEG-T or
MPEG-2 encodern, or a third-party #n-
coder such as Divk

Cther potentially useful features in-
clude the Clesed Caption function,
which allows wou to access Teletaxdt,
though we found it displayed garbled
text, A built-in connection to weneti-
tantwcom is provided for electronic pro-
gramrme guide (EFC) Information but, as
it's for the USA anly, it's wisles autside
the LUSA, S0 in order to line up record-
ings, you have to set the date, time and
duraticn manwally in the scheduler, This
is far more invelved than choosing a
prrogramme frem am EPG and selecting
record, as Yo can with Windows XP
MCE and Home Nedia Hebaorks'
ShowShifter 3

The Channel Surf function shows 12
ar 16 channels on one display. This al-
lows you to monitor what's showing on
different  channels. ComproPYR also
supports imeshifting, allowing wou to
pause lve TV then continue watching
wihere you left off later, The live pro-
gramme will be recorded in the backs
gmunrl while you watch what was
recorded earlier. You can even use the
rermote to skip ad breaks and catch wp
wiith what's currently on the air
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